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My dear Barton, 

With reference te your letter cated 
February 10, 1936, I forward herewith for your 
informaticn a copy of a report regarding 


Peter Boris Silin. 
Yours sincerely, 


we4 


- 


James Barton, Egqes 
H.B.M. Consulate-General, 


Changhalie 
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Section 2, Seecde) Bean anon sith 


REPORT 
Date... Fabruery...22sr9 36 


Subject... Caumunicutien.dated Feb ry Consulate 


= Peter Bori: Silin, Russian emigrunt, was born March 22, 


1898, at Omsk, Siberia. according to the applicxtion form - 
—_he filled up when applying for employment with the Shanghai 
Liunicipal Police it appears that he left Russia in 1918 and 


—went to i ria where ne served in the white Russian ary 
during 1919 as an engineer on armoured trains. Following 
the taking over of tne Chinese astern Railway oy the govern- Nes 


ment of the U.S.S.R. in 1924 he left IMenchuria for Snanjhai 


arriving here in June of the sume year. in Shanghai he was 


employed with the restaurant KaVitaZ, lo. 86 Ranzje Road, from 


i 0.8 4 Q O : e xwastor House Hotel from 10.7225 to é 


Aucus t 1925 and the French Municipal Police from 26.35.26 to 
3 8. He was subsequently employed by Mr. Chan; 4er-chung, 


Machinery Street, Nantao, as a bodyguard until he joined 


the “<unicipal Police. Upon enlistment he gave his profession _ 


as a railway engineer and claimed to have a knowledge of 


several languages including inglish, French, Polish and 

SC 8 ae a ae ee eee a eee 
On June 1, 1929, Silin was appointed assistant Werder 

No. 16 and was attached to the Amoy Road Gaol. He served in 


this capacity until May 5, 1936 when he was compulsorily 


| 
| 
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retired for an offence in relation to the misuse of his wife's 
passage money when proceeding on leave, contrary to the 

Shanghai Municipal Council's Rules governing passages. During 
his period of service with the iunicipal Gaol he was reported 

on ten occasions for offences of a purely disciplinary nature. 


On November 16, 1935 he left Shanghai for Marseilles in 


he SeSe "Chenonceaux" with the intention of proceeding to = 
Paragua While en route he called at the office of the _ 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT 
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Director. of _the Special sr onch of the sing-pore Police and ——— 
intimated that he might apply in writing on nis arrival in 
auurope for a post in that Branch. The Sinsupore Police then 


-comnunicated with the Shanghai Lunicipal Police requesting 
information regarding Silin and the acting Comuissioner of 


Qlice revlied that Silin's services with the swunicipa olice 


were on the whole quite satisfuctorye 


R 


No. 118/1 Woulmein Road. He is not known to have participated 
in any political activity while in Shanghai. 
During the summer of 1933 when V. A. Morison (D.5024 


ex-employee of the locul brunch of the Centrosojus (ungland) 


Ltd.,. was detuined in the samoy Road Gaol in connection with a 


charge of misapproprizution brought aguinst him by the Centrosojus, 


Silin was attached to the staff of that gaol and, therefore, must 


have seen quite a lot of siorison during: nis period of detentions _ 


Both Silin and Morison left Shanghai for ijarseilles in. 
entre ere epee mae staged borg 


the same vessele Enquiries show that they booked their passuge 


rvuch ne LOCcCa opran h of ne : e jeer ‘on ae ry 2 Roads 


Morison booking through to Paraguay. However, there is no 


indicution that the planned to undertake the trip in question 


together. They visited the offices of the American Lloyd 


their respective intentions of leaving Shanghai. 


With regard to Silin’s statement that Morison had two 


passports in his possession when leaving Shanghai, the second 


ne being in CHaRi 


9 soon 2 2 he. had absconded Prom han zh e Hankow 


Morison obtained an emigrant's passport in that city in +t a 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
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| name of Va_#e SiHeRMaK, which he cluims to be his real name. 


Sometime later he made an attempt to obtuin from the Public 


_Safety Bureau in Shanghai a passport under the name of Shermak, 


_but was refused on the ground that he was already registered - 


f£ Ve. A. csxorison. It is quite 


Deputy Comaissioner (Special Brunch) 
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iy dser Givens, 


Fete | provercisey ES . 
RiGisiay 


Sy: 


Heiiehie Consulate-Generel, 


Shancheid. 


10th Februery, 196. 


~ snoila be mucn obliged for enzy informe: bion wnien 


vou may be able to rive me on te subject of PHY+R BUAIS SILin, 


nov in Berlin 
Lamici:sl Police us u gacler. 
Io am 


effiliations were, if any, and 


time y:en MOnRISveK 


oristion of 325,000. 


Buro.e on tne seme best «s 


yassrorts, tie secondbeing 


serticularly anxious to 


wnietier 


Bilin now 
Norrison who at the 


in the name 


and until recently em loyed by the suengusi 


know what nis political 


he «wis a gaoler «t the 


ag accused by Centrosojus of tre misappro- 


states thit he went to 


time nad two 


of CHERMAN. Silin does 


not give the name or date of soiling of this boast, but possibly 


you can obtain this and check the accurscy of his remarks for me. 


He further accus-s Morrison of being a trusted Communist segent 


and ststes thot his (Morrison's) passage ‘ius booked to Fsraguay 


by the American Lloyd Go., but tnat he suddenly left the boat 


at Suez 


—?., P. Givens, #squire, 


SHANGHAT. 
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Yours sincerely, 
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See Date..... May 1," 155 ° 
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With reference to the request of Mr. North of H.B.M. 


Passport Office regarding information re a Russian national 


named Cilin, I have to state that this person is identical 


with one Peter Borisovich Silin, Russian, born on March 22, _ 


1898, at Omsk, Siberia. 


‘Silin joined the Shanghai Municipal Police (Gaols) 


on July 6, 1929 as assistant warder and on November 1, 1932 


was promoted to the rank of wardere _ 
In October, 1954, he proceeded on long leave and _ 
upon return in april, 1935 resignea te¥{vntastxy from the force 


on account of irregular expenditure of lon: leave passage money 
provided for his wife. 


There is nothing in Municipal Police records against 


this individual either politically or criminallye 


Date May 2» 1935. 


(Crime Branch) Office Notes 


Deputy Commissioner (Crime Branch) 


lir. North of H.B.MN. Passport Office requests 
information re a Kussian national named Cilin, who-has 
applied at the above office for permission to enter 
Hongkong and who was formerly 4 member of the S.K.P. 

I suggest this enyquiry be referred to the 


Svecial Branch. 


ea. 


Personal assistant. 
ve 


0.0. (Af. Ar. ) 


1/5/95, 


